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We live in a world grappling with complex environmental challenges. As a journalist, I've always
believed in the power of words and stories to make a difference. Journalism is not just about
reporting facts; it's about shining a light on issues that are often hidden in the shadows.

In the context of environmental crises, journalism plays a crucial role. By raising awareness,
informing key decision-makers, improving transparency and accountability, and inspiring action,
journalism acts as a catalyst for change. Mongabay's strategy is to assemble a collaborative
journalism network at national, regional and global scales to help meet the challenge during this
pivotal decade.

Our journalism is most impactful when audiences understand new information and use it to
make better decisions. In this way, each of the tens of thousands of stories we've published is an
opportunity to have an impact from the individual level, such as a personal choice, to as big as a
societal response to halt imminent deforestation.

When | started Mongabay, my goal was simple: to inform people about tropical rainforests and
inspire them to care about the fate of these ecosystems. In short, | wanted to make an impact,
not money. And | quickly discovered that I'm not alone in this because sharing knowledge
through stories can inform, inspire and sustain effective action worldwide.

But | certainly never imagined the scale of growth that would unfold over the next 25 years and
the impacts that we would collectively achieve.

Mongabay has expanded well beyond a guy with a laptop writing about tropical forests. Today,
we have more than 100 staff across nearly 30 countries and 1,000-plus contributors around
the world who report from Nature’'s frontline. As a global newsroom, Mongabay makes science
accessible on a wide range of environmental topics and elevates the voices and knowledge of
people directly impacted by environmental change.

From this vantage point, we can see that addressing the global environmental crises of climate



change and biodiversity loss is daunting. We are bombarded with alarming statistics and
predictions that often lead to despair. 2023 was the hottest year on record, there are severe
droughts from the Amazon to Sumatra, and species are dying out at a rate at least 1,000 times
the norm. These numbers are staggering and can easily lead to feelings of hopelessness and
inaction.

Mongabay documents this degradation and destruction daily. It can take a toll. In fact, in the
past, | was told that “Mongabay is the most depressing site on the internet.” However, every
problem presents an opportunity for a solution. Responding to the planetary emergency
necessitates sustained and collective action worldwide premised on accurately conveyed facts.

At Mongabay, we are increasingly using solutions journalism as a mechanism to approach these
environmental crises through the lens of potential solutions. We need stories that go beyond the
doom and gloom to explore effective, innovative strategies that make a real difference.

Hope and optimism are powerful motivators, and maintaining them in the face of daunting
environmental challenges is crucial because they fuel the creativity required for new
technologies, strategies and approaches.

An example that demonstrates how journalism can directly contribute to positive change in the
world comes from Gabon, after Mongabay reported on the plight of the Massaha community,
whose ancestral forest was slated to be logged by a Chinese company.

Our story rallied public awareness of the situation, garnering the attention of the country's
environment minister, who visited the site and revoked the company’s permit, setting in motion
the forest's permanent protection. The decision was important because it was the first time an
area will be declared protected in Gabon at the request of the resident community.

Now in our 25th year, I'm more optimistic than ever before about our capacity to contribute to
real-world progress, whether it's inspiring action or shedding light on the often uncomfortable
truths that are necessary for change.

As we continue to tell these stories, let us remember that there is no wealth, no life truly worth
living on our planet without the abundance of nature.

We, as journalists, as storytellers, as guardians of truth, have an elemental role in supporting
efforts to preserve life on Earth as we know it. Let's embrace this responsibility with hope,
courage and relentless determination.

Rt Bt

Rhett Butler
Mongabay Founder and CEO

“One of the things that | and others so appreciate is that Mongabay not only highlights
the problems in the world, but also discusses solutions from the ground up. Congrat-
ulations Mongabay!” - Jane Goodall said in response to Mongabay winning the 2023
Biophilia Award for Environmental Communication from the BBVA Foundation.



2023 Highlights

With our 2023-2030 Strategic Plan as a roadmap, the organization expanded into new geogra-
phies and deepened its commitment to independent environmental news through innovative
storytelling and capacity building around the world.

Africa expansion: In late 2023, Mongabay launched a bilingual news bureau, Mongabay
Africa, to cover environmental and conservation news across the continent in French and
English. This expansion aligns with Mongabay's efforts to provide credible independent journal-
ism, make science accessible, elevate voices impacted by environmental change, and serve a
diverse audience with free news in various languages and formats.

Inspiring impacts: Throughout the year, Mongabay's coverage informed decisions and
inspired significant action. For instance, the Council of Ethics of the Norwegian state pension
announced its recommendation to exclude investments in the Chinese state-owned multination-
al Power Construction Corporation of China Ltd. due to its association with a dam in Indonesia
that threatens the world'’s rarest great ape, the Tapanuli orangutan. The ethics council concluded
the project will “have a destructive and permanent impact on the environment, which will pose

a serious threat to the survival of this orangutan species as well as other critically endangered
species.” The council’s investigation cited five different Mongabay articles on the case.

Mobilizing a global network of communicators: Enabling career opportunities within
the environmental journalism sector, Mongabay's staff grew by nearly 30%, which bolstered our
Africa team as well as our research, investigations, visual media, and Indigenous news desks.
Furthermore, Mongabay supported early-career journalists by offering three internships in
addition to 12 fellowships with participants from 13 countries: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador,
Honduras, India, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, the Philippines, Suriname and Venezuela.

Award-winning reporting: The quality and impact of Mongabay's reporting was recognized
with a number of awards in 2023, including the prestigious Biophilia Award for Environmental
Communication. Mongabay was recognized for its “outstanding track record” in communicating
issues related to nature and biodiversity, especially in countries in the Global South.



https://news.mongabay.com/2023/11/mongabay-launches-africa-news-bureau/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/11/mongabay-launches-africa-news-bureau/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/04/worlds-newest-great-ape-faces-habitat-loss-multiple-threats-will-it-survive/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/10/mongabay-wins-prestigious-2023-biophilia-award-for-environmental-communication/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/10/mongabay-wins-prestigious-2023-biophilia-award-for-environmental-communication/

Mongabay by the Numbers

In 2023, Mongabay published more than 6,500 articles and videos in seven languages.
Collectively, Mongabay served an average of some 6 million people per month on its

websites.
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Staff, Contributors, Board and Advisers

The map shows all of Mongabay's staff and contributors by their country. A small presence is under 5 contributors,
while a moderate presence is between 5 and 10. A large presence is more than 10 people. The chart shows the top
10 countries where Mongabay journalists are present.

Staff

Abhaya Raj Joshi

Staff Writer - Nepal, Mongabay
Abhishyant Kidangoor

Staff Writer and Video Producer, Mongabay
Abu Siddique

Bangladesh Editor, Mongabay

Aditi Tandon

Production Editor, Mongabay India
Aimee Gabay

Staff Writer - Indigenous News, Mongabay
Akhyari Hananto (Arry)

Multimedia Manager, Mongabay Indonesia
Akita Arum Verselita

Data Analyst, Mongabay Indonesia
Alana Linderoth

Senior Program Associate, Mongabay
Alejandro Prescott-Cornejo
Marketing Associate, Mongabay

Alex Shaw

Reporter and Researcher, Mongabay
Alexa Vélez Suazo

Managing Editor, Mongabay Latam
Alexandra Popescu

English Editor - Latin America, Mongabay

Alexandre de Santi

English Editor - Brazil, Mongabay
Andrés Alegria

Graphics Editor, Mongabay
Antonio José Paz Cardona
Senior Contributing Editor, Mongabay Latam
Arathi Menon

Senior Staff Writer, Mongabay India
Ashoka Mukpo

Features Writer, Mongabay

Astrid Arellano

Staff Writer, Mongabay Latam
Basten Gokkon

Senior Staff Writer, Mongabay
Beverley Choo

Foundation Relations Assistant, Mongabay
Carolyn Cowan

Staff Writer, Mongabay

Dalia Medina

Outreach Editor, Mongabay Latam
Daniel Pye

Investigations Editor, Mongabay
David Akana

Program Manager, Mongabay Africa

David Brown

Editor, Mongabay Kids

David Martin

Partnerships Director, Mongabay
David Tarazona

Editor, Mongabay Latam

Desire Nimubona

Africa Editor, Mongabay
Dilrukshi Handunnetti

Staff Writer, Mongabay

Dora Montero

Fellowship Editor, Mongabay Latam
Elizabeth Claire Alberts

Senior Staff Writer - Oceans, Mongabay
Elodie Toto

Staff Writer, Mongabay Africa

Erik Hoffner

Editor and Content Strategist, Mongabay
Gerry Flynn

Features Writer, Mongabay

Glenn Scherer

Editor-at-large, Mongabay

S. Gopikrishna Warrier
Managing Editor, Mongabay India


https://infogram.com/1pe36dz9k99ynytm6qwey0vwq1cldl2v9ww?live

Hagen Desa

Video Coordinator, Mongabay India
Hans Nicholas Jong

Senior Staff Writer, Mongabay
Hayat Indriyanto

Senior Copy Editor, Mongabay
Hidayaturohman Suri

Multimedia Producer, Mongabay Indonesia
Isabel Esterman

Managing Editor - SE Asia, Mongabay
John Cannon

Features Writer, Mongabay

Julia Lemos Lima

Video Coordinator, Mongabay
Karen Coates

Fellowship Editor, Mongabay

Karla Mendes

Features Writer, Mongabay

Kartik Chandramouli

Digital Editor, Mongabay India
Kundan Pandey

Contributing Editor, Mongabay India
Latoya Abulu

Editor - Indigenous News, Mongabay
Laurel Sutherland

Staff Writer - Indigenous News, Mongabay
Liz Kimbrough

Staff Writer, Mongabay

Lucia Torres

Digital Editor, Mongabay

Lusia Febriana Arumingtyas
Youth Outreach Officer, Mongabay Indonesia
Maichue Khang

Operations Manager, Mongabay
Malavika Vyawahare

Staff Writer, Mongabay Africa
Manish Kumar

Staff Writer, Mongabay India
Manish Mishra

Assistant Editor, Mongabay India
Maria Angeles Salazar

Content Production Manager, Mongabay
Maria Isabel Torres

Program Manager, Mongabay Latam
Matthew Boyer

VP of Strategic Initiatives, Mongabay
Maxwell Radwin

Staff Writer, Mongabay

Mayra Castillo

Content Coordinator, Mongabay Latam

Megan Strauss

Editor, Mongabay Kids

Michael DiGirolamo

Audience Engagement Associate, Mongabay
Michelle Carrere

Contributing Editor, Mongabay Latam
Morgan Erickson-Davis

Senior Editor, Mongabay

Nanditha Chandraprakash

Content Coordinator, Mongabay

Niko Dwi Wicaksana

Multimedia Producer, Mongabay Indonesia
Nivetha Muthumani

Accountant, Mongabay

Nur Rochmani Fajar (Jay)

Senior Writer & Editor, Mongabay Indonesia
Philip Jacobson

Senior Editor - SE Asia, Mongabay
Priyanka Shankar

Content Coordinator, Mongabay India
Rahmadi Rahmad

Senior Writer & Editor, Mongabay Indonesia
Rajesh Chand

Bookkeeper, Mongabay

Rebecca Kessler

Senior Editor- Oceans, Mongabay
Renuka Kulkarni

Editorial Assistant, Mongabay India
Rhett A. Butler

Founder and CEO, Mongabay

Richard Romero

Multimedia Producer, Mongabay Latam
Ridzki Sigit

Program Manager, Mongabay Indonesia
Romina Castagnino

Associate Digital Editor & Host , Mongabay
Rohini Alamgir

Online Community Manager, Mongabay
Sahana Ghosh

Contributing Editor, Mongabay India
Salman Ghani

Financial Controller, Mongabay
Sandhya Sekar

Program Manager, Mongabay India
Sandy Watt

Video Producer, Mongabay

Sapariah Saturi

Managing Editor, Mongabay Indonesia
Saumitra Shinde

Social Media Coordinator, Mongabay India

Shailesh Shrivastava

Contributing Editor - Hindi, Mongabay India
Shreyansh Budhia

Prospect Research Analyst, Mongabay
Simrin Sirur

Staff Writer, Mongabay India

Sonal Alvares

Development Assistant, Mongabay
Sonam Lama

Staff Writer - Indigenous News, Mongabay
Suchibrata Borah

Program Coordinator, Mongabay
Terna Gyuse

Managing Editor, Mongabay Africa
Thelma Gémez

Senior Editor, Mongabay Latam
Vanessa Romo

Research Editor, Mongabay Latam
Willie Shubert

Global Program Director, Mongabay
Xavier Bartaburu

Contributing Editor, Mongabay Brasil
Yvette Sierra Praeli

Senior Staff Writer, Mongabay Latam

Board of

Directors
Holt Thrasher
Board Chairperson and Treasurer
Debby Ng

Jeanne Sedgwick
Katie LaFleur
Kristin Rechberger
Mark Cappellano
Michael Dye

Peter Riggs

Robin Martin
Steve McCormick
Steve Rhee

Tim Kelly

Advisory Panel

Aida Greenbury
Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE
Dr. Peter Raven



Global News Program

In 2023, Mongabay's global English newsroom produced 1,650 articles from around the world and
inspired impact at both the individual and societal level. Hundreds of readers shared that because of
the awareness and information gained by reading Mongabay, they changed behavior from consumer
habits to philanthropic and investment decisions. The information Mongabay made available was used
on numerous occasions by government officials and stakeholders to inform their decisions and stance
on globally significant issues, from large carbon credit deals to conservation aid allocation and project
assessment.

The breadth and depth of coverage kept pace with Mongabay's IMPACT STORY
expanded newsroom and increased emphasis on covering the inter-
section of Indigenous peoples and conservation, oceans, fisheries,

A group of U.S. senators
cited Mongabay's reportin

and planetary boundaries. Solutions journalism was another major on the socioenvironmenta
theme in 2023. While much of the narrative around conservation damages of nickel mining
tends to focus on the what's wrong, the presence of noteworthy in a letter to top-level
successes and promising practices, such as agroecology, nature-based tcﬁglrnceér?gg%agsa[)aéipg
climate solutions, landscape regeneration and rewilding, are equally potential critical minerals
important to bring into media narratives and build awareness of so trade agreement between
that they can be recognized and adopted more widely. Indonesia and the U.S..

Mongabay conveyed its original stories in multiple formats, with data journalism generating more
interactive visuals, maps and graphics in 2023. This multimedia storytelling continued to mature with
more than 200 videos and 50 podcast episodes produced. Mongabay produced new episodes of
popular shows with an on-the-ground investigation in Cambodia featured in a Chasing Deforestation, a
Consumed episode on wheat that explored the crop’s role in the politics of planetary boundaries, and a
Mongabay Explains episode on bottom trawling.

The quality of the news produced in 2023 was recognized throughout the year with various awards.

In addition to the prestigious 2023 Biophilia Award for Environmental Communication, Mongabay
journalists were honored with awards from the Asian American Journalists Association, Society of Envi-
ronmental Journalism, Society of Publishers in Asia, SEAL Awards, Canadian Online Publishing Awards,
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, and TRACE International, among others.


https://news.mongabay.com/list/conservation-solutions/
https://news.mongabay.com/series/agroecology/
https://news.mongabay.com/list/nature-based-climate-solutions/
https://news.mongabay.com/list/nature-based-climate-solutions/
https://news.mongabay.com/list/rewilding/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL836nAPy24C_hEuRe-jCg0dHNm8wgpAki
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YfbnwARuKac
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL836nAPy24C8EIln_7P_oRDy-o3Tu26Cj
https://www.mongabay.co.id/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Surat-Senator-Amerika-Serikat.pdf

Mongabay Indonesia

Mongabay Indonesia produced a steady stream of news to fill
a national and international news gap with more than 1,360
articles and 900 videos. Mongabay Indonesia’s on-the-ground
reporting covered sensitive and often underreported envi-
ronmental topics, such the impacts of industrial palm oil and
natural resource extraction, climate change, biodiversity, and
fisheries.

Mining emerged as an editorial priority for Mongabay Indo-
nesia in 2023 as the demand for minerals grew in support

of renewable energy technologies like electric cars and solar
panels. Mongabay Indonesia closely reported on nickel
mining in particular, which the Indonesian government has
billed as a push toward clean energy. However, nickel mining
has resulted in widespread environmental degradation,
including deforestation and river pollution, not to mention

IMPACT STORY

An article mapping mining
conflicts in Gorontalo is
being used as a reference by
Gorontalo State University
(UNG), which enables this
article to also be considered
a source of information for
the governments of Gorontalo
province in general and
Pohuwato district in particular in
efforts to resolve land conflicts
that occur in community-owned
and company-owned gold
mining areas.

human rights and health implications. Mongabay Indonesia’s series on mining in North Maluku
and its impact on local communities and the environment there has been the subject of multiple
studies and used by national and international NGOs and local governments. Mongabay Indonesia
also was the first media outlet to provide complete coverage of the impact of mining on Indige-
nous people and local communities of Tobelo on Halmahera Island.

Another 2023 focus for Mongabay Indonesia was on improving youth access to news through a
variety of outreach strategies and opportunities. In June, Mongabay Indonesia hired its first Youth
Outreach Officer, dedicated to cultivating the next generation of news users. Under this initiative,
Mongabay Indonesia provided trainings to youth groups, internships, and mentored more than 50

students on climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution.


https://www.mongabay.co.id/2023/05/18/derita-warga-pomalaa-hidup-di-tengah-himpitan-tambang-nikel/
https://www.mongabay.co.id/2023/05/18/derita-warga-pomalaa-hidup-di-tengah-himpitan-tambang-nikel/
https://www.mongabay.co.id/2023/11/28/potret-konflik-lahan-tambang-emas-di-pahuwato-1/
https://www.mongabay.co.id/2023/11/28/potret-konflik-lahan-tambang-emas-di-pahuwato-1/

Mongabay Latam

In Latin America, Mongabay Latam stepped up its journalism with more data-led reporting in a
region considered the most dangerous in the world for environmental activism and increasing-
ly pressured by the rise of illegal economies that threaten fragile ecosystems and Indigenous
peoples. Mongabay Latam published more than 800 stories, 230 videos and 40 podcasts, diver-
sifying the distribution of its content across multiple social media platforms and through repub-
lishing partnerships with more than 50 media outlets in 15 countries.

IMPACT STORY

A report on deforestation caused by Mennonite colonies in Indigenous territories spurred
the Colombian Congress to discuss the issue during session. The National Land Authority
confirmed that the territories of the Sikuani Indigenous people had been illegally acquired,
as Mongabay reported. The authorities requested that these lands be returned to the state
and titled in favor of the Sikuani.

Collaborative and cross-border investigations conducted in partnership with local independent
media continued to be a key element of Mongabay Latam'’s reporting, giving us a unique
perspective to understand and reflect on the region’s environmental issues. Through this work,
for example, Mongabay Latam was able to track and geolocate more than 8,000 contaminated
sites left by the oil industry in Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Bolivia, as well as reconstruct the
extent of deforestation over the past 20 years in 16 countries and identify the governments
most responsible.

Building databases and investigating environmental crimes through satellite monitoring also
was an important part of our coverage in 2023. In Mexico, Mongabay Latam identified for the
first time more than 90 cases of environmental defenders who have disappeared. Similarly, in
Colombia the news team was able to track the Indigenous communities most threatened by
illegal mining, drug trafficking and deforestation, and map the presence of organized crime
groups in protected areas.

Mongabay Latam'’s series Climate Crisis at Cape Horn won the 2023 Journalistic Excellence Award
from the Inter American Press Association in the Chronicle category, and two investigations
were ranked among the top 10 in the region by the Global Investigative Journalism Network.


https://es.mongabay.com/2023/06/deudas-del-petroleo-mas-de-6-mil-desechos-sin-limpiar-en-cuatro-paises-latinoamerica/
https://es.mongabay.com/2023/06/deudas-del-petroleo-mas-de-6-mil-desechos-sin-limpiar-en-cuatro-paises-latinoamerica/
https://es.mongabay.com/2023/10/a-estas-personas-las-desaparecieron-por-defender-el-ambiente-y-territorio-en-mexico/
https://es.mongabay.com/2022/10/entre-amenazas-y-deforestacion-menonitas-continuan-acumulando-territorios-indigenas-en-colombia/

Mongabay Latam also received important recognitions in Bolivia, Chile, Colombia and Mexico.

Thanks to the consistency of our coverage, many Mongabay Latam stories have been used by
authorities to open judicial processes, by decision-makers in the private sector, as well as by civil
society groups, like the leader of the Coordinator of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon
River Basin, who advocated using a Mongabay Latam story about oil spills in the Amazon

during the first COP of the Escazu Agreement. National radio and television stations in multiple
countries invited Mongabay Latam staff members to give interviews about our findings, and
numerous journalism associations recognized our work. For example, a special feature on the
compounding risk of being an Indigenous woman and environmental defender in four Latin
American countries received an honorable mention from the Inter American Press Association.
Also, the Global Investigative Journalism Network recognized two stories as the best publications
on Indigenous peoples in Latin America. Our coverage on the illegal trafficking of baby hippos

in Colombia and the impacts of mining projects on national parks and reserves in Chile were
finalists in the Gabo Journalism Awards and in the Latin American Conference of Investigative
Journalism.

Mongabay Brasil

Mongabay Brasil closely followed the first year of Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva’s return to the pres-
idency, with his administration drawing high expectations for environmental issues after four
years of Jair Bolsonaro's rule. It was a year in which Indigenous rights once again became a part
of official policies, marked by the establishment of a Ministry of Indigenous Peoples and the
recognition of new Indigenous territories. Mongabay Brasil reported on these developments,
as well as the ongoing crisis in the Yanomami Indigenous Territory in the Amazon and the per-
sistent struggles of numerous Indigenous groups across the country to address threats to their
lands, such as those posed by the Brumadinho and Belo Monte dams.

Mongabay Brasil was actively involved in significant events for forest peoples, providing in-depth
coverage of the Amazon Summit and Brazil's largest march of original peoples. The news team
also played a frontline role in various Brazilian biomes, delivering exclusive and comprehensive

10


https://es.mongabay.com/2021/11/problema-hipopotamos-a-la-venta-colombia/
https://es.mongabay.com/2021/11/problema-hipopotamos-a-la-venta-colombia/
https://es.mongabay.com/2022/01/choquelimpie-la-minera-en-chile-que-busca-reactivarse/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/indigenous-villagers-still-lack-safe-land-water-food-after-2019-dam-burst/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/01/dammed-now-mined-indigenous-brazilians-fight-for-the-xingu-rivers-future/
https://brasil.mongabay.com/2023/08/cupula-da-amazonia-termina-sem-medidas-claras-para-proteger-a-floresta/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/06/munduruku-collective-interviews-maria-leusa-on-leading-the-indigenous-struggle/

reports on some of the country’s most critical hotspots. In the
Amazon, topics included the historical drought that resulted
in fish fatalities and crop failures, violations in carbon credit
contracts on Indigenous lands, and the emergence of rodeo
culture following deforestation.

In total, Mongabay Brasil published more than 250 article and
60 videos in both English and Portuguese in 2023, consistently
offering compelling narratives on the resilience of local com-
munities, the impact of climate change on the local landscape,
and the challenges involved in saving threatened species such
as jaguars, maned wolves and blue macaws.

A story about the impacts of mining on coffee production in
the Bahia state won a BNB Journalism Award, sponsored by a
prominent state-owned development bank. The article sheds
light on how iron mining in Bahia has silted up springs and
spread toxic dust across coffee and sugarcane fields in neigh-
boring areas, including Piata and Abaira municipalities, where
the dust is contaminating the local award-winning coffee beans
and cachaca sugarcane liquor.

Mongabay India

IMPACT STORY

A report on Carbonext
revealed that the com’oany,
artly owned by Shell Oll,
allegedly failed to adhere to
international conventions and
ignored Brazil's Indigenous
affairs agency in convincing
Indigenous people in the
Amazon to sign documents
containing blank pages and
offering millions of dollars
to obtain exclusive rights
to sell carbon credits. The
federal prosecutor for the
state of Para told Mongabay
the documents “should not
even be considered to be a
contract.”

2023 marked Mongabay India’s fifth year in existence, with an ever-growing network of In-
dia-based journalists publishing more than 500 articles to cover the country's rich biodiversity,
track the impacts of climate change, follow India’s transition to renewable energy, usher envi-

ronmental issues into public politics and discourse, as well as call attention to the interplay of
gender and environment. Since 2020, Mongabay India has been reporting in Hindi too, dramati-

[


https://news.mongabay.com/2024/01/extreme-drought-in-western-para-pushes-family-farmers-into-agroforestry/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/11/shell-affiliate-accused-of-violating-indigenous-rights-in-carbon-credit-contracts/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/11/shell-affiliate-accused-of-violating-indigenous-rights-in-carbon-credit-contracts/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/06/rainforest-cowboys-rodeo-culture-sweeps-the-amazon/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/06/rainforest-cowboys-rodeo-culture-sweeps-the-amazon/
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/08/traditional-communities-prize-winning-coffee-and-cachaca-at-risk-from-brazil-mine/
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/08/traditional-communities-prize-winning-coffee-and-cachaca-at-risk-from-brazil-mine/
https://www.bnb.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/-/asset_publisher/QGdgGhxvRtMv/content/banco-do-nordeste-anuncia-vencedores-da-edi%C3%A7%C3%A3o-2023-do-pr%C3%AAmio-banco-do-nordeste-de-jornalismo/44540
https://india.mongabay.com/series/almost-famous-species/
https://india.mongabay.com/series/clean-energy/
https://india.mongabay.com/series/environment-and-elections/
https://india.mongabay.com/series/environment-and-her-women-and-environment/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/11/shell-affiliate-accused-of-violating-indigenous-rights-in-carbon-credit-contracts/

cally increasing access to environmental news to a huge population of Hindi speakers.

While traditional text-based journalism remained Mongabay India’s mainstay, 2023 was a year of

experimentation and expansion into other storytelling formats. Mongabay India published more than
60 videos and podcasts and produced more photo essays, illustrations, infographics, static and inter-
active maps, as well as hosted a number of webinars and training sessions for journalists and science

communicators.

Environmental economics emerged as a new editorial priority for
Mongabay India. Under this lens, the team explored the environ-
mental implications of economic policy decisions and vice versa,
with a focus on the economic value of conserving biodiversity
and the economics of climate change. From the perspective of
India’s energy transitions, we published in-depth features about
green GDP, net-zero buildings, sustainable data centers, water
requirements for green hydrogen generation, the poor health

of state finance commissions affecting decentralization, and the
rollout of electric vehicle policies.

Mongabay Hindi spearheaded on-the-ground coverage in
Joshimath, where land subsidence has displaced more than
1,000 households. Throughout the year, the newsroom sustained

IMPACT STORY

Mongabay India reported on
the country's first digital flood

iInventory. After the article was

published, the team at MetUK,
the U.K's meteorological

office, contacted the reporter
for more information with
an interest in a possible

collaboration. MetUK is now

officially working with the India

Meteorological Department to

develop impact-based forecast

products.

coverage and called attention to related issues from women'’s health to passive policymaking.

Demonstrative of Mongabay India’s growing reputation as the go-to source for news and information
within the country, Mongabay India was invited to lead workshops and discussions at the T20 Mid-Year
Conference hosted by Think 20 and the G20 in Mumbai; the Association for Tropical Biology and Conser-
vation’s annual meeting; UNESCO's Ridge to Reef biosphere reserve networking meeting; as well as advise
The Earth Commission on a media strategy; and participate in the collaborative platform ClimateRISE
Alliance that's working to enable multistakeholder engagement with national climate change issues.
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Mongabay Africa

While Mongabay has long reported on Africa’s diverse and globally significant ecosystems, in
November 2023 we officially launched a multilingual news bureau dedicated to the continent.
This milestone will enable Mongabay to increase our staffing and journalistic network there to
broaden coverage into some of the world’s most biodiverse hotspots, with the aim of raising
awareness about the continent’s environmental challenges.

In the lead-up to the formal establishment of Mongabay Africa, IMPACT STORY
Mongabay produced a plethora of news in 2023. Our reporting .
revealed the beauty of previously undiscovered species in the seas ~ After Mongabay published

and on secluded mountainsides, while also highlighting the devas- an article about a new
420-megawatt hydroelectric

tating effects of mining on communities and landscapes. Journal- dam in Batchenga
ists delved deep into the complex relationship between govern- Cameroon, and its 20CiO-
ments, affected communities and the environment, investigating environmental impact on

how to balance the desire to profit from natural resources with the surround fishing villages, the

\ project’s financial partners
need to safeguard the environment. and the World Bank

set up a group bringing
We also reported on the continent’s forests, accompanied re- together representatives of
searchers in mapping biodiversity hotspots on inselbergs in professional bodies and the
Tanzania, and monitored tracking systems for sustainable forestry ~COMpPany with an appointed
in Gabon and Liberia. Mongabay's reports provided valuable mediator to conduct
In &abor - viohgabay's reports p the negotiation about
insights into the challenges facing the environment and commu- compensation demanded by
nities across Africa. For example, the Gorilla Rehabilitation and the communities.
Conservation Education (GRACE) Center, shared that it has incor-
porated the entire Mongabay Explores the Congo Basin series into
its employee onboarding process, to enable new employees to more quickly grasp the nuances

of this region.

Mongabay’'s impact was felt across the Congo Basin, with articles about the complex pressures
on Virunga National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo and the nexus between food
security and biodiversity. The organization’s reporting provided valuable insights into the chal-

lenges facing communities and the environment in this part of the world.
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Mongabay Investigations Desk

Throughout the year Mongabay continued to publish impactful investigations from around
the world, as well as creating new systems for documenting and organizing our investigative
program.

Mongabay notably published cross-border investigations into the carbon neutrality claims of the
United Nations, in partnership with The New Humanitarian. Reporters obtained details about
carbon credits purchased by 33 U.N. entities, representing more than 75% of its reported offset
portfolio since 2012. The effort revealed that 40% of the carbon credits the U.N. claims as part
of its carbon neutrality were issued by hydropower and wind projects that climate experts say
shouldn’t be used to offset emissions as the schemes don't need income from credits to be
viable. Renowned journalist Bill McKibben cited the investigation extensively in his writing.

In Latin America, Mongabay investigated the “Amazon’s largest single deforester,” Bruno Heller,
and documented how 10 contiguous areas were registered to various Heller family members
divided into smaller properties. The report, published in partnership with The Intercept Brasil,
exposed the way Heller took advantage of Brazil's disjointed land registration system to allegedly
launder stolen land. At the time of Heller’s arrest, authorities identified the same pattern of land
grabbing and fraudulent titling of public forests.

Separately, an investigative report about illegal gold mining on the Cenepa River on the border
between Peru and Ecuador also drew decision-makers’ attention and prompted remedial action.
Mongabay traveled to the territory of Awajun Indigenous communities and observed the social
and environmental damage from illegal gold mining, an industry that also threatens parts of
their population with forced labor and sexual exploitation. After the report was published,
leaders from a local Indigenous organization told Mongabay that the army and police had been
informed about the photos and videos in the story before they carried out raids in the area to
destroyed hundreds of pieces of equipment used in illegal mining.

In Africa, Mongabay published a deep-dive report into the Salala Rubber Corporation in Liberia,
exploring workers’ allegations of sexual abuse, land grabbing, pollution and state-backed intim-
idation of local communities. Mongabay was also among the first outlets to publish the details
of a leaked draft contract that would hand over control of nearly 10% of Liberia’s total land mass

14



https://news.mongabay.com/2023/09/revealed-why-the-un-is-not-climate-neutral/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/09/revealed-why-the-un-is-not-climate-neutral/
https://billmckibben.substack.com/p/it-seems-like-the-next-big-fight
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/04/professional-services-abound-for-amazon-land-grabbers-seeking-legitimacy/
https://es.mongabay.com/2023/10/infierno-del-oro-en-rio-cenepa-focos-de-mineria-ilegal-peru/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/08/massive-carbon-offset-deal-with-dubai-based-firm-draws-fire-in-liberia/

to Blue Carbon, a United Arab Emirates-based firm, in a massive million-hectare carbon credit
deal. The story was cited by outlets including Middle East Eye and The Guardian, and Bloomberg
published follow-up stories about Blue Carbon during COP28.

In Southeast Asia, a miniseries about illegal logging in Cambodia found that factories in Cambo-
dia’'s garment sector are fueling their boilers with wood logged illegally from protected areas.
Other investigations in Cambodia uncovered a logging operation being run out of a prison that
sourced timber from the site of a new hydropower dam, with the involvement of a three-star
military general who also serves as a top interior ministry official. An investigation based on
court records and interviews found that police in Indonesia were increasingly charging small-
holder farmers for fires despite a law protecting slash-and-burn practices at artisanal scale.

Delivering News to Diverse Audiences

Video: Mongabay's visual storytelling continued to grow in 2023, with more than 1,500 videos
published on Mongabay's website and social media. The visibility of the video content doubled,
adding more than 200 million views through YouTube, Facebook, Instagram and TikTok, among
other platforms. Content production with the collaboration of third parties also expanded in
2023. The Caretakers, a short documentary, was produced thanks to the support of One World
Media. This year, efforts have been made to diversify the short video formats. News break-
downs, videos that condense the week’s big headlines, and selfie/behind-the-scenes videos,
which show reporters in the field, have been new contributions that seek to increase audience
engagement in social media platforms.

Podcast: Mongabay's podcast team published nearly 50 new Mongabay Newscast episodes in
2023 and a popular six-part Mongabay Explores series that dove deep into conservation issues
in the Congo Basin. The shows' audiences continued to grow and are set for a vital 2024 with

an updated format and hosting strategy owing to the late 2023 hiring of a new co-host, Rachel
Donald, to work alongside our existing host in bringing expanded analysis and conversation to
climate change and planetary boundaries issues. Meanwhile, Mongabay India published a three-
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part series, Imprints, exploring the subcontinent’s rich prehistoric megafauna and paleobotany
legacies. Mongabay Latam migrated its podcast feed to a top-quality hosting service to reach
additional listeners, and expanded its format to include interviews.

Translations: In 2023, Mongabay paused translations into Italian, German, Chinese and
Japanese to focus our efforts and resources in the languages of our regional teams. This adjust-
ment allowed us to move from a volunteer system to a fully paid system where all our transla-
tors are compensated for their work. We are now publishing and translating content in English,
Spanish, French, Portuguese, Hindi and Bahasa Indonesia and the production is frequently over
100 translations per month. The collaboration between Mongabay’'s regional news bureaus has
been strengthened with editors now working together to coordinate the publication of trans-
lations and support the process. We have also created a style guide that includes a section of
considerations when translating Mongabay content. All of this has contributed to the increased
professionalization of our translation program and quality of our translations.

Education

Internship Program: Since its founding in 2011, Mongabay’s news writing internship program
has served more than 100 up-and-coming environmental journalists. This program provides the
increasingly rare opportunity for journalists at the start of their careers to work with experienced
editors on meaningful environmental stories and begin to build a publishing history at a
respected and widely read news outlet. In 2023, Mongabay selected three interns from more
than 240 applicants. Interns published five to seven articles while working with different editors.
Two interns started working as freelancers while completing their internships at Mongabay, and
have since continued to be Mongabay contributors.

Fellowship Program: In 2022, Mongabay launched a new program that provides profession-
al opportunities for early-career journalists from tropical countries. The fellowship honors Y.
Eva Tan’s passion for equality among all human beings and the conservation of natural habitats
by supporting 12 early-career journalists each year to publish original reporting in Spanish

16


https://india.mongabay.com/series/everything-environment-podcast/

and English. Each fellow reports on critical environmental issues and gains valuable training,
experience and credibility to help them advance their careers in journalism and communica-
tions.

In 2023, the first three cohorts of fellows overlapped, representing 13 countries: Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras, India, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, the Philippines, Suriname and
Venezuela. In all, they published 57 stories throughout the year. Issues covered include profiles
of leaders and scientists who are working to save forests and species; stories about community
conservation programs; Indigenous peoples and land rights; the effects of climate change,
drought and flooding on farmers, communities and children; and reports of environmental
crimes. Already, the fellowship has had palpable impacts on participants’ careers, with previous
fellows going on to win international awards and fellowships, secure new jobs and promotions,
and contribute to Mongabay beyond the program. Fellows have described their experience

as “incredible because it allowed me to broaden my view on environmental and biodiversity
coverage,” “a milestone in my journalistic career,” and “a great opportunity not only to broaden
my portfolio towards the investigation of other countries, but also to find and learn from tools.”
Importantly, fellows have said the experience has bolstered their desire to stick with environ-
mental journalism in the future. “The opportunities afforded through this fellowship have been
truly transformative, and | am greatly appreciative,” one fellow commented. “The knowledge that
| have received in such short span of time is remarkable,” another said. “This fellowship has been
crucial to my growth as a journalist.”

Mongabay Kids: In 2023 Mongabay Kids continued its mission to engage youth in biodi-
versity and nature conservation, focusing on readers aged 8-14. We published news stories,

art activities, puzzles and games, biodiversity explainers, comics, and more. Mongabay Kids
partnered with the student-run Jacht Ad Agency at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln (UNL),

to better understand our readers and how we can improve our website structure and content
to meet their needs. The team at Jacht created many useful recommendations that will be
implemented in 2024 and beyond. We have also developed a collaboration with Professor Stacy
Asher of UNL's School of Art, Art History & Design, working with her and her design students to
create innovative biodiversity infographics, games and other content for our expanding interna-
tional audience.



2024 and Beyond

2024 is the first full year of Mongabay’s 2030 Strategic Plan and progress is poised to be both swift

and significant. Mongabay’s staff will exceed 100 people as the organization builds new capabilities to
respond to urgent environmental stress and scale impact despite a challenging global media landscape
facing the most consequential election year in human history.

We expect Mongabay's growth to enable 2024 to be the year we reach several significant milestones
aligned with our strategy. Mongabay will make foundational advances to modernize our publishing
technology. We are launching a new website design that better represents the full breadth of
Mongabay’s existing journalism and introduces multiple new services to provide audiences with
impactful reporting in the formats they desire from us. One of Mongabay’s new services is a global
environmental newswire product dedicated to creating short, written and multimedia content to reach
non-technical audiences. This newswire will cover systems that people interact with daily and explain
how news events affect the environment in less academic ways.

No matter how long a story needs to be, Mongabay’s journalism always aims to cut through the noise
of what's said to reveal what is happening. We recognize that rigorous reporting doesn't always need
to focus on showing the harm associated with bad actors. Solutions journalism needs to be used to
explore how people are working to address environmental problems and reveal insights into the
effectiveness of practices in various operating contexts. Scrutinizing the results of a specific solution
can reveal how others can adopt positive practices and avoid repeating costly mistakes. Solutions
journalism, however, is only possible when it is underpinned by credible information.

In tandem with our effort to expand solutions journalism, we intend to scale up our data journalism
capabilities in 2024 with the launch of the Mongabay Data Studio. The studio will help journalists
produce visuals that convey complex concepts in exciting and accessible ways, leverage new data
sources for storytelling, and bolster investigative reporting and solutions journalism. Data journalism
is vital since it can provide the evidence to identify practical, innovative strategies that make a real
difference and guard our community against greenwashing and disinformation.
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2023 Audited Financials

Statement of Activities
in USD

2022
Revenue

Contributions and grants

10,241,796

Program service revenue -

Other revenue (373,697)
Total revenue 9,868,099
Expenses

Programs 4,653,271
Management and general 293,489
Fundraising 145,404

Total expenses

5,092,064

Assets

Change in net assets 4,775,935
Net assets — beginning of year 6,553,967
Net assets — end of year 11,329,902

Balance Sheet
Assets and Liabilities

2023

11,062,034

651,370

11,713,404

5,179,621
308,102
260,168

5,747,891

5,965,513

11,329,902
17,295,415

Cash and investments 9,879,581 13,899,946
Contributions receivable 2,344,858 3,621,989
Prepaid expense 22,616 49,686
Fixed Assets - -
Total Assets 12,247,055 17,571,621
Total Liabilities 917.153 276206
Net Assets 11,329,902 17,295,415
Total liabilities and net assets 12,247,055 17,571,621

2023 Functional Expenses,
by percentage of total

- Program

- Management and General

Fundraising

Total Functional Expenses,
from 2021 to 2023

6,000,000

5,000,000 -

4,000,000

3,000,000+

2,000,000

1,000,000

2021 2022 2023
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Donors and Supporters — Thank you for your support in 2023

$100,000+
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Advisors, John F. Swift, Khanna Foundation, Lisa Yang, The Overbrook Foundation, Silicon Valley Community Foun-
dation, The Tilia Fund, Walton Family Foundation.

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous (1), Acton Family Giving, New Venture Fund, Robert and Trudy Gottesman, Sall Family Foundation,
Stockel Family Foundation, The Silent Foundation.

$25,000 - $49,999

Anonymous (1), Francis and Christine Martin Family Foundation, Global Greengrants Fund, Huang Chen Foundation,
Impact Assets, Jake Sargent, John Dawson, Marisla Foundation, Shared Earth Foundation, Silverstrand Capital, Stock-
el Family Foundation, Suggs Family Foundation, The Capybara Fund, The Christensen Fund, The David and Lucile
Packard Foundation, Weeden Foundation.

$10,000 - $24,999

Aloha Bay, Anette Marweld, Anonymous, Charles Smith, Elaine and Eric Hahn, Enlyst Fund, Holt Thrasher, Jeanne
Sedgwick, The Mays Family Charitable Fund, Mike and Patricia Fox, Nancy and Penn Butler, Oak Foundation, Tides
Foundation, Tina Martin.

$5,000 - $9,999
Donna Langley, FJC- A Foundation of Philanthropic Funds, Skyscrape Foundation, The Boltini Trust, The Uplands
Family Foundation, Tracy DilLeo.

$2,500 - $4,999

Mary Clark, Edgar Clark and Janet Roberts Family Fund, Michael Dye, Naomi Zurcher - Donation in Memory of her
husband, Al Zurcher, Kathy and Tom Holt

$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous, Charles Slayman, Charles Smith, David and Rebecca Weekly, Jack Spruill and the Spruill Farm
Conservation project, Johan Meylaerts, Judith Carney, June Kleider, Lawrence Sullivan, Loaiza-Howe Family, Margaret
Bullitt-Jonas and Robert A. Jonas,Peter W Riggs, Rhett Ayers Butler, Ron and Nancy Garret, Susanna Badgley Place
and Scott Stoll, Tiona Gogarty.

$250 - $999

Alexander Holm, Amy Rosenthal, Anders Halverson, Anna de la Garza, Anonymous (3), Bright Funds, Byron Swift,
Charles Hess, David P Watts, Doug Bender, Jill D. Schatz and Peter H. Spendelow, Joe M Lamb, Justin Catanoso,
Nathaniel Le Sage, Paul Devine Bottone, Robert (Bob) Blum, Robert Blake, Ryan B, Sean Hoban, Suri Sehgal, Susanna
Badgley Place and Scott Stoll, Toby Webb, Doug Roberts, William Atkins.

$100-$249

Alberto Salvo, Alison Richard, Alvin Kho, Amanda Vincent, Amy Martin, Andrew Holman, Andrew Melville, Andrew
Williams, Angel Braestrup, Annie Dillard, Anonymous (12), Asyl Undeland, Barbara Tyler, Brenda Cooper, Brian
Rodgers, Carl Safina, Catherine Mackenzie, Christine Lawton, Christine M Fischetti, Christine Vaccarino, Christopher
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Herndon, Cynthia Sechrest, Daniel Allison, Daniel Hauptman, Daniel Spitzer, Debby Ng, Debra Johnson, Douglas
Deming, Dozier Hasty, E K Fleming, Emily Nelson, Eric Pfeiffer, Erich Rudolf, Evan Rapoport, Frank Austin, Franklin
Bell, Frederick Swengel, Gillian Anderson, Giulia Carbone, Gongze Qu, Gwyneth Fries, Hans Wiggenhauser, Heiner
Von Luepke, Helena Paul, James Kamstra, Janet Chernela, Jeff Brawn, Jeffrey Wells, Joan Sanders, Joe Lamb, Joel
Cracraft, Joseph Miller, Karl Burkart, Kathryn Ladra, Kauffman Lustgarden Family Fund, Kevin Ogorzalek, Lauren M
Serota, Leonard Seelig, Leslie Shad, Liling Koh, Lise Olney, Marc Evans, Marilyn Maxwell, Mark Ballering, Mary De
Voe, Maryn van der Laarse, Michael Rabson, Mike Pflanz, Murray Paul, Norma Baker, Patricia Wright, Paul DeNoon,
Paul Galewitz, Pierre Plumelle, Priss Endo, Raymond Dolphin, Richard Grossman, Rishiraj Das, Roberta Martin, Russ
and Judy Bukwa, Sacha McCallum, Samuel Bair, Sanjay Wagle, Sapna Batish, Stuart Tweedie, Steve Rhee, Susanna
Hecht, Teresa Audesirk, Thomas Seitz, Timi Sobrato, Toby Aykroyd, Tom Waksman, Virginia Carter, Wendy W
Benchley, William Atkins, William Schultz, Yung En Chee.

Sustaining Members

A special thanks to Mongabay’s Sustaining Members. Monthly support is one of the
most powerful ways to support independent journalism because it provides the
financial stability to report on timely issues while also planning ahead.

Anonymous (2), Adam Levin, Adriana Consorte-McCrea, Aeneas Steinhart-Besser, Alana Lea, Alex Schneider,
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Clare Palmer, Claudia Knudson, Coenraad Krijger, Daniel Hauptman, Dariusz Kostrzewa, Dave Currey, David Baum,
David Metcalf, David Straub, David Wemple, David Wilkie, Dawn Teasdale, Deborah Rothberg, Delia Kulukundis,
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Elizabeth Mallory, Elizabeth Neuse, Elizabeth Sheppard, Elizabeth Taylor, Elliot Chasin, Emiel de Lange, Emiel
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Gregory B Keydel, Gunther Willinger, H. Meade Cadot, Jr, Hanh Nguyen, Hannah Schragmann, Hans Wiggenhauser,
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